[Participation of exometabolites in adaptation of Escherichia coli to stressors].
Escherichia coli cells exposed to heat (48 degrees C), cold (5-15 degrees C), oxidative (N-ethylmaleimide), and tetracycline-induced stresses secreted yet unidentified compounds (exometabolites) into the medium. These compounds protected E. coli cells against the same or other stresses. The activity spectra, i.e., the potency of protection against different stresses, varied depending on the origination conditions of the exometabolites.